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The actions of the Government of Syria 
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-
anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs including the recent 
revelation of illicit nuclear cooperation with 
North Korea, and undermining U.S. and 
international efforts with respect to the sta-
bilization and reconstruction of Iraq pose a 
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue in effect the national emergency 
declared with respect to this threat and to 
maintain in force the sanctions I have or-
dered to address this national emergency. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 7, 2008. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Czech Republic- 
United States Social Security 
Agreement 
May 7, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social 

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95– 
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-
with the Agreement Between the United 
States of America and the Czech Republic 
on Social Security, which consists of two sep-
arate instruments: a principal agreement and 
an administrative arrangement. The Agree-
ment was signed in Prague on September 7, 
2007. 

The United States-Czech Republic Agree-
ment is similar in objective to the social secu-
rity agreements already in force with Aus-
tralia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Fin-
land, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Such 
bilateral agreements provide for limited co-
ordination between the United States and 
foreign social security systems to eliminate 
dual social security coverage and taxation, 
and to help prevent the lost benefit protec-

tion that can occur when workers divide their 
careers between two countries. The United 
States-Czech Republic Agreement contains 
all provisions mandated by section 233 and 
other provisions that I deem appropriate to 
carry out the purposes of section 233, pursu-
ant to section 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key 
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. Annexed 
to this report is the report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, 
which describes the effect of the Agreement 
on income and expenditures of the U.S. So-
cial Security program and the number of in-
dividuals affected by the Agreement. The 
Department of State and the Social Security 
Administration have recommended the 
Agreement and related documents to me. 

I commend to the Congress the United 
States-Czech Republic Social Security 
Agreement and related documents. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 7, 2008. 

Proclamation 8253—Mother’s Day, 
2008 
May 8, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Mother’s Day, we honor the grace, wis-

dom, and strength of our mothers, and we 
celebrate the special bonds shared between 
mothers and their children. 

Mothers work tirelessly to help their chil-
dren build healthy and successful lives. 
Through their positive examples and count-
less acts of kindness, mothers teach the val-
ues of generosity and compassion and the im-
portance of family and community. As Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan said, ‘‘From our moth-
ers, we first learn about values and caring 
and the difference between right and 
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